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This research article aims at finding and evaluating the content present on the children's story 
reading websites. The study was conducted on 15 websites by creating a website evaluation 
checklist based on previous research on similar topics. The data was collected through 
observation and then presented in tabular and graphical forms for conducting its data analysis 
and interpretation. The Researcher has observed that children's story reading websites provide 
many fascinating features and content to deliver children with an experience as close as 
possible to reading printed books. All the websites aim to create an environment that will 
facilitate children's early literacy skills and encourage a love and passion for reading.  
 




 Children are the future of any country. Hence it is of utmost importance to educate 
them. Education not only enhances the life of a child but also helps in the development of that 
country. The quality of education of a child directly depends upon his ability to read. Due to 
this, much importance has been given to the development of 'reading ability' amongst small 
children. 
 Parents, teachers, and family members need to motivate children to develop the habit 
of reading to become lifelong avid readers. For this purpose, recreational reading can be used 
to boost their reading skills and ability. Children naturally get hooked on storybooks, and so 
much effort and external motivation are not required in this case. Reading storybooks have 
numerous benefits and advantages in the overall development of a child.  
 In this day and age, technology and the internet provide immense opportunities for 
children to develop their reading skills online. In addition to the traditionally printed materials, 
children can now access a whole new world of books on the web. They can access these 
materials from anywhere, at any time, and on any device. 
 The Digital Natives or the Born Digital generation of kids are competent technology 
users, and even toddlers aged 2-3 years old can use smartphones and tablets. Therefore, a 
massive surge in the number of websites catering, especially to the needs of small children. So, 
with adequate control measures taken by parents and teachers, children's story reading websites 
can successfully aid in the development of their reading skills and ability.  
 
2. Literature Review 
 During the literature review, it is found that much research is done on the content 
analysis of different types of websites such as Tourism Websites, Airport Websites, College 
Websites, Consumer Websites, Government Websites, etc. However, for this study,  articles 
related to the content analysis of library websites are reviewed. 
 Pareek and Gupta (2013) investigated 52 academic library websites in Rajasthan to 
analyze their content and navigational strengths and weaknesses. Kumar and Mir (2017) 
revealed that all the central university libraries of the central region of India provide 
information about daily news and contacts. In a similar study, Mehta and Trivedi (2015) 
analyzed 45 central universities of India, which covered 25 states and two territories. The study 
showed that very few library web pages indicate social networking sites such as Facebook, 
Twitter, RSS, Blogger, YouTube, and android for universal identification. Rahman and Batcha 
(2020) studied ten library websites of colleges affiliated with the University of Delhi. They 
reported that none of the library website/web pages have social networking tools, feedback, 
regular updates, and lack in providing question papers, news clippings, user manual, and single-
window search.  
 Vasantha Raju N (2011) examined 135 Indian University Library Websites to analyze 
the contents and design aspects of the library websites, to identify how Indian libraries have 
used their homepages/websites for disseminating library services, and for exploring how 
contemporary web technologies are being used for delivering library services to users. Singha 
and Verma (2020) revealed that none of the 18 State Private Universities Libraries Websites of 
North East India used web 2.0 applications for promoting library services. They recommended 
that State Private Universities must soon build a fully functional, dynamic, content interactive 
web portal with the help of Web 2.0 and Web 3.0 technologies. Kumbhar (2018) analyzed the 
various aspects of State University Libraries' websites from all over Maharashtra and suggested 
that libraries make changes concerning new services like conference/seminar service, 
counseling service, research service, remote access, mobile library services, and different kinds 
of apps. Tiwari and Pandit (2014) suggest that library websites should be user-friendly, and for 
that, adequate language, clear structure, options for different user groups, up-to-date 
information, and short, concise information should be provided. Haneefa and Venugopal 
(2010) showed that the websites of national libraries of Asian countries have a typical pattern 
of content and design, and only six national library websites have deployed one or more Web 
2.0 technologies. Das and Gayan (2017) conducted a study on 8 National Library websites of 
South Asian region using a 64-item checklist to thoroughly scrutinize, analyze and evaluate the 
data based on design, domain, CAS, search criteria, authority, general information, query, and 
page rank, and resource information. The study showed that most libraries have yet to come up 
with the latest web technologies and provided suggestions for the betterment of library 
websites.  
 During the literature review, the researcher has found a gap in the literature, as there 
are no studies on the content analysis of children's story reading websites.  
 
3. Scope of the Study 
 There are several reading websites on the internet for small children, but only story 
reading websites were chosen for the content analysis. In addition, for the current study, only 
those websites were selected that could be accessed freely, i.e., without any Login Id and 
Password and also websites that were accessible without any paid subscriptions, but by creating 
an account on their website and using Login Id and Password to sign in. Few subscription-
based websites were also evaluated as they had a 1-month free trial option.  
 
4. Objectives 
 To check the authoritativeness of the websites. 
 To determine if the websites are safe for children’s use. 
 To examine the content of the websites. 
 To analyze the coverage of stories and other materials on the website. 
 To examine the website design. 
 To check the functionality of the websites on different devices. 
 To determine the interactiveness of the websites with the users. 
 To compare the features of storybooks available on the different websites. 
 
5. Methodology 
 In the present study, the Researcher has used the 'Content Analysis' research method, 
which comes under the Qualitative Research Methodology. The Researcher visited each 
website one by one for data collection and filling up the checklist by navigating through the 
entire website. 
 For the present study, data were collected using a self-filled questionnaire (checklist), 
which consisted of both open-ended and closed-ended questions. The closed-ended questions 
were of three types viz., Dichotomous type questions, Likert scale type questions, and Multiple-
choice questions. The checklist was prepared by conducting a literature review of previously 
conducted research on similar topics and reading information from the internet.  
 For the present study, the Researcher has finalized 15 websites found by searching the 
term 'Children's Story Reading Websites' in the Google search engine. Data analysis is 
conducted by using the statistical method. The collected data is presented in tabular form. Also, 
graphs indicating individual website scores obtained under each criterion are created wherever 
required with the help of Microsoft Excel Software. The scores are calculated by assigning 
weightage to every factor under the 16 website evaluation criteria. Percentages and frequencies 
are also calculated and presented in tabular form, followed by their graphs. The total score of 
a website is calculated by summing up all the scores obtained under each criterion. The 
websites are then ranked from the highest scoring website to the least scoring website. The 
Researcher has also mentioned the interpretation of all the tables and graphs right below it.  
 
6. Data Analysis and Findings 
 The data was collected using a self-filled questionnaire (checklist) consisting of two 
parts, viz., Part-A, and Part-B. Part-A collects general information about the website, such as 
the website's name, Website URL, and Type of access provided. Part-B collects information 
under 16 (sixteen) website evaluation criteria viz., Authority, Purpose, Coverage, Currency, 
Objectivity, Accuracy, Content, Website Design, Functionality, Graphics, Appearance, Hyper 
Links, Safety, Interactivity, Story Book Features, and Satisfaction. Each criterion has some 
factors. These factors were checked by browsing through the websites individually using 
MTNL Broadband connection with 6 Mbps speed. The websites were evaluated by answering 
the set of questions asked under each criterion. The checklist consists of both open-ended 
questions and closed-ended questions. The close-ended questions are of 3 types: dichotomous 
(Yes/No), Likert scale, and Multiple-choice questions. Factors that were not present or 
applicable for a website were marked as N/A (Not Available).   
Each answer has been converted into a numerical value for quantitative analysis of data. 
This was done by assigning integer scores to all the answers. The scoring system differs for 
different types of questions. For Yes or No type questions, all the Yes and No answers were 
replaced by points 1 (one) and 0 (zero), respectively. For multiple-choice questions, each 
selected option was replaced by 1 (one) point, and each unselected option was replaced by 0 
(zero) points. Similarly, for Likert scale questions, the answers Strongly Disagree, Disagree, 
Neutral, Agree, and Strongly Agree were replaced with points -2 (minus two), -1 (minus one), 
0 (zero), 1 (one), and 2 (two) respectively. All the N/A answers were replaced with point 0 
(zero). 
Negative scoring was used in the 5-point Likert scale to make the evaluation more 
scientific. E.g., if a website is not up to the mark in any of the factors, then the negative points 
bring down the total score of the website. The total score for a website was calculated by 
summing up all the individual scores. The maximum score that any website can achieve is 130 
points. The final scores of all the websites are used for ranking them from the Highest Scoring 
website to the Least Scoring website. Also, for easy representation of the data, similar criteria 
are analyzed together.  
Out of the 15 websites used for the current study, it is observed that seven websites 
(Storyline Online, Free Kids Books, Storynory, Bookdash, Storyberries, Let's Read, Global 
Digital Library) are freely accessible, four websites (ICDL, Oxford Owl, Storyweaver, Literacy 
Cloud) provide access by using Login Id and Password. In contrast, the remaining four websites 
(MagicBlox, Vooks, Skybrary, Epic) are accessible only through subscription.  
 
1.) To check the authoritativeness of the websites. 
 



















































































Bookdash 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Epic 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Free Kids Books 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Global Digital Library 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
ICDL 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Let's Read 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Literacy Cloud 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
MagicBlox  1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Oxford Owl 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Skybrary 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Storyberries 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Storyline Online 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Storynory 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Storyweaver 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Vooks 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
 
All the factors under Authority and Purpose criteria are evaluated using Yes or No type 
questions. Therefore, the maximum total combined score for Authority and Purpose criteria is 
6 points. From Table 1, it is observed that all the 15 (100%) websites have scored the maximum 
points.  
 


















































































Bookdash 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Epic 1 1 1 1 0 4 
Free Kids Books 1 1 1 0 0 3 
Global Digital Library 1 1 1 0 0 3 
ICDL 1 1 1 0 0 3 
Let's Read 1 1 1 0 0 3 
Literacy Cloud 1 1 1 0 0 3 
MagicBlox 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Oxford Owl 1 1 1 0 1 4 
Skybrary 1 1 0 0 1 3 
Storyberries 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Storyline Online 1 1 1 0 0 3 
Storynory 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Storyweaver 1 1 1 0 0 3 
Vooks 1 1 1 1 1 5 
 
All the factors under Accuracy and Currency criteria are evaluated using Yes or No type 
questions. Due to this, the total combined score for Accuracy and Currency criteria is 5 points. 
From Table 2, it is observed that out of the 15 websites, only five (33%) websites (Bookdash, 
MagicBlox, Storyberries, Storynory, Vooks) have scored the maximum points (5). Also, two 
(13%) websites (Epic and Oxford Owl) have scored 4 points, and as many as eight (53%) 
websites (Free Kids Books, Global Digital Library, ICDL, Let's Read, Literacy Cloud, 
Skybrary, Storyline Online, Storyweaver) have scored 3 points.  
 
2.) To determine if the websites are safe for children’s use. 
 







































































































Bookdash 1 1 0 0 1 1 4 
Epic 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Free Kids Books 1 1 1 0 1 1 5 
Global Digital Library 1 0 1 0 0 1 3 
ICDL 1 1 1 0 1 0 4 
Let's Read 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 
Literacy Cloud 1 0 1 1 0 1 4 
MagicBlox 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Oxford Owl 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Skybrary 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Storyberries 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Storyline Online 1 1 1 0 1 1 5 
Storynory 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Storyweaver 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Vooks 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
 
 
All the factors under the Safety criterion are evaluated using dichotomous (Yes/No) type 
questions. Due to this, the total combined score for the Safety criterion is 6 points. From Table 
3, it is observed that out of the 15 websites, eight (53%) websites (Epic, MagicBlox, Oxford 
Owl, Skybrary, Storyberries, Storynory, Storyweaver, Vooks) have scored the maximum 
points (6). Also, it is seen that two (13%) websites (Free Kids Books and Storyline Online) 
have scored 5 points, and three (20%) websites (Bookdash, ICDL, Literacy Cloud) have scored 
4 points. While Global Digital Library has scored 3 points, Let's Read has scored a minimum 
of 2 points. 
 
3.) To examine the content of the websites. 
 


























































































Bookdash 0 2 2 2 6 
Epic 0 2 2 1 5 
Free Kids Books 0 2 2 2 6 
Global Digital Library 0 2 2 2 6 
ICDL 1 2 1 2 6 
Let's Read 1 2 2 2 7 
Literacy Cloud 1 2 2 2 7 
MagicBlox  0 2 2 2 6 
Oxford Owl 0 2 2 2 6 
Skybrary 0 2 -1 1 2 
Storyberries 0 2 2 2 6 
Storyline Online 0 2 2 2 6 
Storynory 0 2 2 2 6 
Storyweaver 1 2 2 2 7 
Vooks 0 2 2 2 6 
 
In the Content criterion, three factors out of four are evaluated using Likert Scale-type 
questions. Due to this, the maximum total score for the Content criterion is 7 points. From 
Table 4, it is observed that out of the 15 websites, only three (20%) websites (Let's Read, 
Literacy Cloud, Storyweaver) have scored the maximum score of 7 points, whereas 10 (67%) 
websites (Bookdash, Free Kid's Books, Global Digital Library, ICDL, MagicBlox, Oxford 
Owl, Storyberries, Storyline Online, Storynory, Vooks) have scored 6 points. The remaining 
two (13%) websites, i.e., Epic and Skybrary, have scored 5 points and 2 points, respectively. 
 
4.) To analyze the coverage of stories and other materials on the website. 
 









































































Bookdash 1 0 1 0 1 3 
Epic 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Free Kids Books 1 1 1 1 0 4 
Global Digital Library 0 0 1 1 1 3 
ICDL 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Let's Read 1 1 1 0 1 4 
Literacy Cloud 1 1 1 0 1 4 
MagicBlox  1 1 1 0 1 4 
Oxford Owl 1 1 0 1 1 4 
Skybrary 1 0 0 1 1 3 
Storyberries 1 1 1 1 0 4 
Storyline Online 1 0 1 0 1 3 
Storynory 1 1 0 1 0 3 
Storyweaver 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Vooks 1 0 0 0 1 2 
 
All the factors under Coverage and Objectivity criteria are evaluated using Yes or No type 
questions. Due to this, the total combined score for Coverage and Objectivity criteria is 5 
points. From Table 5, it is observed that out of the 15 websites, only three (20%) websites 
(Epic, ICDL, Storyweaver) have scored the maximum points (5). While six (40%) websites 
(Free Kids Books, Let's Read, Literacy Cloud, MagicBlox, Oxford Owl, Storyberries) have 
scored 4 points and five (33%) websites (Bookdash, Global Digital Library, Skybrary, 
Storyline Online, Storynory) have scored 3 points, only one (7%) website (Vooks) has scored 
the least, i.e., 2 points.  
 
During the data collection, it is observed that several websites provide additional activities for 
small children, which can be conducted in libraries or classrooms or at home based on the 
resources available on the website. From the data, it is seen that seven (47%) websites (Free 
Kids Books, ICDL, Oxford Owl, Storyline Online, Storynory, Storyweaver, Vooks) provide 
such additional activities on their website. 
 
 
5.) To examine the website design and interactiveness of the websites with the users.  
 




















































































































































































































































































































Bookdash 2 2 1 0 1 2 0 0 1 2 1 2 2 2 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 23 
Epic 2 2 1 1 0 2 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 29 
Free Kids 
Books 




2 2 1 0 0 2 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 28 
ICDL 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 2 1 2 2 -1 1 2 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 25 
Let's Read -1 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 2 -1 2 2 2 2 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 17 
Literacy 
Cloud 
2 2 1 1 0 1 0 0 2 2 2 2 -1 2 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 21 
MagicBlox 2 2 1 1 0 2 1 2 2 2 -1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 26 
Oxford Owl -1 1 1 1 0 -1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 20 
Skybrary 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 28 
Storyberries -2 2 1 0 0 -1 1 2 2 -2 2 2 2 2 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 16 
Storyline 
Online 
2 2 1 0 0 2 1 2 2 1 2 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 28 
Storynory 2 2 1 0 0 2 0 -2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 23 
Storyweaver 1 2 1 1 0 2 1 2 2 1 1 -1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 23 
Vooks 2 2 1 1 0 2 1 2 2 -1 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 27 
 
The factors under Website Design, Graphics, Appearance, and Interactivity Criteria are evaluated using both yes or no type questions and Likert 
scale questions. Due to this, the total combined score for Website Design, Graphics, Appearance, and Interactivity Criteria is a maximum of 32 
points. From Table 6, we can observe that out of the 15 websites, only one (7%) website (Epic) has scored the maximum points (29). Three (20%) 
websites obtain the second-highest score of 28 points: Global Digital Library, Skybrary, and Storyline Online. It is also evident from the graph 
that Vooks has scored 27 points, and MagicBlox has scored 26 points. While one (7%) website (ICDL) has scored 25 points, three (20%) websites 
(Bookdash, Storynory, and Storyweaver) have scored 23 points.
 
During the research, it is observed that there are three different types of search options available 
for searching the books on the website’s viz., Simple Search, Advanced Search, and Keyword 
Search. From the data, it is seen that all 15 websites have the option of Simple Search. Whereas 
five (33%) websites (ICDL, Let’s Read, Literacy Cloud, MagicBlox, and Storyweaver) have 
the option of Advanced Search and eight (53%) websites (Epic, Global Digital Library, ICDL, 
Let's Read, Literacy Cloud, MagicBlox, Skybrary, and Storyweaver), have the option of 
Keyword Search.  
 
6.) To check the functionality of the websites on different devices 
 















































































































































































































Bookdash 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 0 1 13 
Epic 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 0 1 13 
Free Kids Books 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 0 1 13 
Global Digital 
Library 
1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 0 1 13 
ICDL 1 1 0 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 13 
Let's Read 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 0 0 1 12 
Literacy Cloud 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 0 1 13 
MagicBlox 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 0 1 13 
Oxford Owl 1 1 0 2 2 2 2 1 0 1 12 
Skybrary 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 1 0 1 12 
Storyberries 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 0 1 10 
Storyline Online 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 0 0 1 12 
Storynory 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 0 1 13 
Storyweaver 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 0 1 10 
Vooks 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 0 1 10 
 
In Functionality and Hyperlinks criteria, five factors are evaluated using dichotomous (Yes/No) 
type questions, and four factors are evaluated using Likert scale type questions. Due to this, the 
total combined score for Functionality and Hyperlinks criteria is 14 points. From Table 7, it is 
observed that out of the 15 websites, only eight (53%) websites (Bookdash, Epic, Free Kids 
Books, Global Digital Library, ICDL, Literacy Cloud, MagicBlox, Storynory) have scored the 
maximum points (13). Whereas four (27%) websites (Let's Read, Oxford Owl, Skybrary, 
Storyline Online) have scored 12 points, and three (20%) websites (Storyberries, Storyweaver, 
Vooks) have scored 10 points. 
It is found during the research that there are several different options according to which 
the stories can be searched in the websites such as Genres, Age group, Recently added, Full 
book list, Featured list, Author Name, Subject, Reading level, etc. It is seen from the data that 
the ICDL website has the maximum number (14) of options available for searching the stories. 
Out of the 15 websites, ten (67%) websites have Genres, Language, and Subject options. 
Whereas nine (60%) websites have the option of Author name, Recently added books, Full 
book list, and Featured list.  
Few websites have the option of applying multiple filters at a time to screen out the 
required books. From the data, it is evident that seven websites (Epic, ICDL, Let’s Read, 
Literacy Cloud, MagicBlox, Oxford Owl, and Storyweaver) allow the use of multiple filters 
for searching books on the website.  
During the research, it was found that few websites have the option of sorting the 
searched books according to different ways such as Title, Author, Publication date, Number of 
reads, Number of likes, etc. The data shows that ICDL and Literacy Cloud have the maximum 
number (3) of ways of sorting the searched books. While six (40%) websites (Epic, ICDL, 
Literacy Cloud, MagicBlox, Storyline Online, and Vooks) have the option of sorting books 
according to Title, four (27%) websites (Free Kids Books, ICDL, MagicBlox, and Vooks) have 
the option of sorting the books according to Publication date.  
Out of the 15 websites, six (40%) websites (Free Kids Books, ICDL, Literacy Cloud, 
MagicBlox, Storynory, and Storyweaver) allow the users to rate or comment on the books 
which they read.   
Out of the 15 websites, eight (53%) websites (Bookdash, Free Kids Books, ICDL, 
MagicBlox, Oxford Owl, Storyline Online, Storynory, and Vooks) provide links to their social 
media accounts. 
 
7.) To compare the features of storybooks available on the different websites. 
 


















































































































































































































Bookdash 3 0 1 2 2 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 13 
Epic 12 1 2 3 4 6 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 32 
Free Kids Books 10 1 1 2 3 7 0 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 32 
Global Digital Library 3 0 2 1 1 3 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 14 
ICDL 14 3 3 1 4 7 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 39 
Let's Read 7 0 3 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 20 
Literacy Cloud 6 3 3 2 1 5 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 25 
MagicBlox 12 2 3 2 4 8 1 2 0 1 1 1 1 0 38 
Oxford Owl 6 0 1 2 4 4 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 22 
Skybrary 2 0 2 1 1 4 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 12 
Storyberries 10 0 1 3 4 3 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 24 
Storyline Online 5 2 1 1 1 3 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 17 
Storynory 5 0 1 2 3 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 20 
Storyweaver 10 2 3 2 3 6 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 33 
Vooks 6 2 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 16 
 
In the Storybook Features criterion, out of the 14 factors, seven factors are evaluated using multiple-choice questions, and seven factors are 
evaluated using dichotomous (Yes/No) type questions. Due to this, the total combined score for the Storybook Features criterion is 53 points. From 
Table 8, it is observed that out of the 15 websites, only one (7%) website (ICDL) has scored the maximum points (39).  The second-highest scoring 
website is MagicBlox, with 38 points. While the Storyweaver website has scored 33 points, Epic and Free Kids Books websites have scored 32 
points.
While evaluating children's story reading websites, it is observed that there are various features 
provided on these websites to make the story reading experience easy and joyful for small 
children. These features aim to make the online story reading experience as similar as possible 
to paper books. There are three different types of storybooks available for reading, listening, 
and watching on these websites, viz., Self-read books, Audiobooks, and Video books. The data 
shows that out of the 15 websites, two (13%) websites (Epic and Storyberries) have all the 
three types of books available for reading on their website. It is also seen from the data that 
while 13 (87%) websites provide Self-read books, six (40%) websites provide Audiobooks and 
seven (47%) websites provide Video books.  
 
These websites also provide books in different formats such as Picture books, short storybooks, 
Chapter books, and Series. From the data, it is evident that out of the 15 websites, five (33%) 
websites (Epic, ICDL, MagicBlox, Oxford Owl, and Storyberries) provide books in all four 
formats. It is also observed from the data that eight (53%) websites (Bookdash, Epic, Free Kids 
Books, ICDL, MagicBlox, Oxford Owl, Storyberries, and Storyweaver) provide Picture books. 
About 14 (93%) websites (Bookdash, Epic, Free Kids Books, Global Digital Library, ICDL, 
Let's Read, Literacy Cloud, MagicBlox, Oxford Owl, Skybrary, Storyberries, Storyline Online, 
Storynory, and Storyweaver) provide Short storybooks. About seven (47%) websites (Epic, 
Free Kids Books, ICDL, MagicBlox, Oxford Owl, Storyberries, and Storynory) provide 
Chapter books, and seven (47%) websites (Epic, ICDL, MagicBlox, Oxford Owl, Storyberries, 
Storynory, and Storyweaver) provide book Series.  
 
During the evaluation, the storybooks available on these websites are either in born-digital or 
digitized form. From the data, it is observed that out of the 15 websites, 13 (87%) websites 
(Bookdash, Epic, Free Kids Books, Global Digital Library, Let's Read, Literacy Cloud, 
MagicBlox, Oxford Owl, Skybrary, Storyberries, Storynory, Storyweaver, and Vooks) provide 
storybooks which are in born-digital form.  Three (20%) websites (Free Kids Books, ICDL, 
and MagicBlox) provide storybooks that are in digitized form. It is also observed that while 
two (13%) websites (Free Kids Books and MagicBlox) provide storybooks in both born-digital 
and digitized form, one (7%) website (Storyline Online) does not provide books in either born-
digital and digitized form as it only streams videos of actors reading children's storybooks.  
 
It is seen that few of these websites provide the option of downloading the storybooks either in 
Pdf or Epub form. From the data, it is evident that out of the 15 websites, seven (47%) websites 
(Bookdash, Free Kids Books, Global Digital Library, Let’s Read, Storynory, Storyweaver, and 
Vooks) have the option of downloading the storybooks in Pdf or Epub or any other form.   
 
During the evaluation of the websites, the Researcher has observed that there are several add 
on options available while reading the book such as Full-screen option, Zoom in/Zoom out 
option, Convert the language of the text, Single page/Double page view, Next page/Previous 
page buttons, Page turning sound effect, Background music, etc. The data shows that out of the 
15 websites, MagicBlox has a maximum number (8) of add-on options followed by Free Kids 
Books and ICDL with seven add-on options each. There were two add-on options viz., first, 
Next page/Previous page buttons (Free Kids Books, Global Digital Library, ICDL, Let's Read, 
Literacy Cloud, MagicBlox, Oxford Owl, Skybrary, and Storyweaver). Secondly, Page 
numbers (Epic, Free Kids Books, Global Digital Library, ICDL, Let's Read, Literacy Cloud, 
MagicBlox, Oxford Owl, and Storyweaver) are available on nine (60%) websites. 
The Researcher has observed that many websites provide a summary for each story on their 
website. From the data, it is found that out of the 15 websites, only one (7%) website (Oxford 
Owl) does not provide a Summary for stories on its website. Similarly, it is found that out of 
the 15 websites, only one (7%) website (Skybrary) does not provide Bibliographic information 




In the end, the overall satisfaction level of the websites was calculated by rating them on the 
Likert Scale.  4.16, it is found that out of the 15 websites, the Researcher is highly satisfied 
with the overall experience of 11 (73%) websites (Bookdash, Epic, Free Kids Books, ICDL, 
Literacy Cloud, MagicBlox, Skybrary, Storyline Online, Storynory, Storyweaver, Vooks).  It 
is also seen that the Researcher is relatively satisfied with three (20%) websites (Global Digital 




Table 9: Individual Website Score in Satisfaction Criterion 
 
Website Name Score (Out of 2) 
Bookdash 2 
Epic 2 
Free Kids Books 2 
Global Digital Library 1 
ICDL 2 
Let's Read -1 
Literacy Cloud 2 
MagicBlox 2 
Oxford Owl 1 
Skybrary 2 
Storyberries 1 






Ranking of Children’s Story Reading Websites 
 
The total score obtained by an individual website is the sum of all the scores obtained under 
each criterion. This is calculated by adding up the scores obtained under Table 1, Table 2, Table 
3, Table 4, Table 5, Table 6, Table 7, Table 8, and Table 9. The maximum total score which 
any website can obtain is 130 points. From Table 10, it is observed that the highest-scoring 
website is MagicBlox with 106 points, the second-highest is the ICDL website with 103 points, 
and the third-highest is Epic website with 102 points. The lowest scoring website is Let's Read, 
with 70 points. 
 





















































































































Bookdash 6 3 5 6 4 13 23 13 2 75 
Epic 6 5 4 5 6 13 29 32 2 102 
Free Kids Books 6 4 3 6 5 13 14 32 2 85 
Global Digital 
Library 
6 3 3 6 3 13 28 14 1 77 
ICDL 6 5 3 6 4 13 25 39 2 103 
Let's Read 6 4 3 7 2 12 17 20 -1 70 
Literacy Cloud 6 4 3 7 4 13 21 25 2 85 
MagicBlox 6 4 5 6 6 13 26 38 2 106 
Oxford Owl 6 4 4 6 6 12 20 22 1 81 
Skybrary 6 3 3 2 6 12 28 12 2 74 
Storyberries 6 4 5 6 6 10 16 24 1 78 
Storyline Online 6 3 3 6 5 12 28 17 2 82 
Storynory 6 3 5 6 6 13 23 20 2 84 
Storyweaver 6 5 3 7 6 10 23 33 2 95 
Vooks 6 2 5 6 6 10 27 16 2 80 
 
Table 11: Ranking of websites from highest scoring website to the least scoring website 
 
Website Name Website Score Website Rank 
MagicBlox 106 1 
ICDL 103 2 
Epic 102 3 
Storyweaver 95 4 
Free Kids Books 85 5 
Literacy Cloud 85 5 
Storynory 84 6 
Storyline Online 82 7 
Oxford Owl 81 8 
Vooks 80 9 
Storyberries 78 10 
Global Digital Library 77 11 
Bookdash 75 12 
Skybrary 74 13 
 
From Table 11, it is observed that all the 15 websites are ranked from the highest-scoring 
website to the least scoring website. MagicBlox is the highest scoring website with 106 points, 
followed by the ICDL website with 103 points. Epic website is in the 3rd position with 102 
points. The lowest scoring website is Let's Read, with 70 points.   
 
7. Conclusion   
 
 The content analysis of children's story reading websites has helped the Researcher to 
bring to light the content and the features available on these websites. Also, by ranking the 
websites from the highest scoring website to the least scoring website, the Researcher has 
revealed the areas wherein the low scoring websites are lacking in comparison with the high 
scoring websites. The study is subjective as the content of the websites is constantly changing, 
and also, the Likert scale questions about the website's evaluation are answered as perceived 
by the Researcher. Therefore, the Researcher concludes that more such type of evaluation 
research needs to be carried on children's story reading websites to help these websites provide 
children with a safe, constructive, and thrilling experience. These websites should strive to help 
children develop their early literacy skills, reading skills and ability, and turn small children 
into lifelong avid readers. A love of reading is the best gift that can be given to a child as it 
helps boost school success as well as confidence, concentration, comprehension, and 
communication.  
Further research should be conducted in the form of a survey where the direct feedback 
of small children can be taken by letting them use these websites. The data from this kind of 
research will be helpful to these websites in improving their content and services. Another 
research can be done on using children's story reading websites by the librarians in school 
libraries. 
 
8. Suggestions  
The children’s story reading websites should try to make the following changes: - 
 The storybooks should easily open in full-screen mode, and the book's pages should 
automatically fit to the size of the screen. Also, the storybook pages should flip upon 
the click of the right and left arrow keys.  
 The websites should make an effort to take feedback from the small children regarding 
the features and content of the storybooks present on these websites at regular intervals. 
Websites can make children a part of their team during the development process (of the 
website) itself. 
 The children's story reading websites can conduct competitions for small children such 
as story writing, drawing, quizzes based on the stories, best reader of the month, etc., 
and give prizes to the winners and display their name or work on the website. It will 
encourage children to visit their site more often and help them connect with the website 
personally.  
 The websites should not contain too many searching or sorting options as it may 
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